
The journey towards an international legally binding instrument on marine 

biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction
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UN ICP
discusses protection of 

marine environment

UN BBNJ 
(ad hoc working 

group)established to study issues

BBNJ 
meets for 1st time and urges 
action on governance gaps

UNGA 
adopts Resolution 61/105 on 

bottom fishing in areas beyond 
national jurisdiction

BBNJ
calls for progress on 

legal regime

CBD COP10 
(Aichi Targets) calls for 

expedited BBNJ process

BBNJ
breakthrough 'Package' elements 

agreed for BBNJ process

RIO+ 20 
"Future We Want" 
sets 2015 deadline 
for IA decision by 
UNGA

BBNJ
holds intersessional 

workshops

BBNJ
meets twice

IUCN CONGRESS
Promise of Sydney calls for 

new instrument

Series of 4 PrepComs are 
held to elaborate elements 

of new treaty

PrepComs concludes in July 
with a recommendation to the 

UN General Assembly to 
convene an Intergovernmental 

Conference (IGC)

UNGA adopts modalities 
Resolutions c72/249 Dec 24, 
2017 for the IGC, and April 
organizational meeting on 

procedural issues takes place

IGC Session 1
Promise of Sept

 4-17, 2018

IGC Session 2
March 25 - April 5, 2019

IGC Session 3
August 19-30, 

2019

IGC Session 4 Spring 2020
postponed until 2021

due to COVID-19

IGC Session 4
postponed until 2022

due to COVID-19

IGC Session 4
March 7-18, 2022

New York

2022

IGC Session 5
August 15-26, 2022

New York

IGC 5 Resumed
Feb 20 - March 3, 2023

New York
Treaty Agreed

2023

BBNJ
recognizes urgency and debates 
new Implementing Agreement (IA)

BBNJ
concludes: adoption of UNGA Res. 

69/292 which recommends 
development of an IA; establishment 

of a PrepCom to develop treaty

Organisational meeting
of the BBNJ PrepCom

24-26 June, 2024
New York City

BBNJ  PrepCom 1 
14-25 April, 2025
New York City

2024

2023

IGC 5 FINAL
June 19-20, 2023

New York
Treaty Adopted

2025202520252025

BBNJ  PrepCom 2 
18-29 August, 2025

New York City

Treaty reaches 
60+ ratifications

19 September, 2025

Treaty wins the
Earthshot Prize

5 November, 2025

20262026

ENTRY INTO FORCE
17 January, 2026

BBNJ  PrepCom 3 
23 March - 2 April, 2026

New York City

?

FIRST BBNJ COP
Either 2026 or early 2027
Target: 100 + ratifications


