
 

High Seas Alliance Position Statement 
​
The Critical Role of the Preparatory Commission in Laying the Foundations for 
the Effective Set-up and Implementation of the BBNJ Agreement 

The High Seas1 is vital to all life on Earth. Home to diverse marine life, a critical ally in 
combating the climate crisis, and a crucial source of cultural and economic value for billions, 
it is vulnerable to overexploitation and largely unprotected. That will change once the BBNJ 
Agreement, commonly referred to as the High Seas Treaty, enters into force offering an 
historic opportunity to bring protection to half the planet. 

Laying the Groundwork for a Strong High Seas Treaty at PrepCom 
The Preparatory Commission (PrepCom) will lay the foundations for the set-up of the 
Treaty’s infrastructure for the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to build 
upon and adopt. This includes the structure and functioning of the Agreement’s subsidiary 
bodies, which its implementation depends on, and how their members will be selected.  In 
preparing the groundwork for the COP’s decisions, the PrepCom is critical to ensure that the 
ambition and intent of the Agreement is translated to its implementation phase and it is fit for 
purpose.  

In building the BBNJ Agreement’s foundations, we recognize that there are often multiple 
design choices that can lead to similar outcomes. With this in mind, we believe it is important 
to clarify the underlying principles that shape our recommendations for PrepCom and the 
Treaty’s implementation, and we hope can be considered by country delegations. These 
principles are: 

●​ Fast and flexible: The Treaty must ensure swift decision-making processes and 
allow for adaptability to respond to emerging situations. 

●​ Science-based: Decisions are based on the best available science, the 
precautionary principle and traditional knowledge where available, and the integrity of 
technical advice is protected.  

●​ Effective and enforceable: Clear obligations, reporting and monitoring processes to 
facilitate implementation and compliance. 

●​ Equitable: Equity is fostered and maintained throughout set-up and implementation 
of the Agreement.  

●​ Well-resourced: Predictable and adequate funding to realise all aspects of the 
Treaty. 

●​ Inclusive and Transparent: The Treaty must provide access to information and 
opportunities for meaningful participation, including in review mechanisms for all 
interested parties. The set up of the Treaty’s institutions  must also ensure 
meaningful and effective participation of Indigenous Peoples, and local communities. 

1 The High Seas Alliance (HSA) sometimes uses the term “High Seas Treaty“ as a short-hand for the 
BBNJ Agreement. HSA acknowledges that the scope of the BBNJ Agreement encompasses all Areas 
beyond national jurisdiction, including the seafloor and water column. This choice of wording is 
intended to ease understanding for broad audiences and does not convey a prioritization among the 
components or principles of the BBNJ Agreement. 
 

 



 

 

The PrepCom will establish: 

●​ Leadership and Oversight: Deciding on the frequency of the Conference of Parties 
(COPs), the location and responsibilities of the Secretariat, and the structure of the 
governing bodies such as the scientific and technical body, finance committee, as 
well as on the operationalization of the Clearing House Mechanism. 

These must be strong, robust and able to take effective and timely action. 

●​ Decision-Making: Setting up rules for voting, participation, and accountability. 

These processes must be fair, transparent, flexible, equitable, and based on 
the best available science, incorporating traditional knowledge, where 
available, and the precautionary principle.  

●​ Funding: Securing funding to enable the implementation of the Treaty. 

The funding must be sustainable, and ensure that all states, especially 
developing nations, have the resources to take part and meet their 
commitments. 

This Treaty is a once-in-a-generation chance to safeguard our ocean for the future. But its 
success depends on the work done now. The High Seas Alliance urges all governments to 
step up, engage fully, and help build a Treaty that truly protects the High seas and take early 
steps to create protected areas. 
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