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HIGH SEAS ALLIANCE APLAUDE LA APROBACION DEL TRATADO DE ALTA MAR Y
PIDE SU RAPIDA RATIFICACION

Nueva York, 19 de junio de 2023. High Seas Alliance celebré hoy a los gobiernos reunidos en las
Naciones Unidas en Nueva York por haber aprobado formalmente el nuevo Tratado de Alta Mar para
proteger la vida oceanica, después de que a principios de marzo se agotara el plazo para finalizar las
negociaciones.

A partir de ahora, cada pais debera ratificarlo a través de sus propios procesos juridicos nacionales. El
sexagésimo pais que lo haga iniciara una cuenta regresiva de ciento veinte dias, tras la cual el
acuerdo global pasara a formar parte del derecho internacional.

Rebecca Hubbard, directora de High Seas Alliance sefialé: «Elogiamos a los paises por dar un paso
mas hacia la aplicacion de este acuerdo politico en el mar al adoptar formalmente hoy este tratado
histdrico. Ahora los paises deben ratificarlo lo antes posible para que entre en vigor y podamos
proteger nuestros océanos, aumentar nuestra capacidad de recuperacion frente al cambio climatico
y salvaguardar la vida y los medios de subsistencia de miles de millones de personas».

El Tratado de Alta Mar constituye el primer marco juridico mundial para la proteccién de la alta mar,
la zona ocednica situada fuera de las aguas de jurisdiccidon nacional de los paises. Estas vastas zonas
del océano cubren la mitad del planeta, pero actualmente solo el 1 % esta protegido.

Una vez que entre en vigor, el nuevo tratado introducira evaluaciones coherentes del impacto
ambiental de las actividades humanas en estas aguas, garantizara un reparto justo y equitativo de los
beneficios de los recursos genéticos marinos, reforzard la capacidad de los paises para aplicar el
acuerdo y proporcionara una via para la creacién de dreas marinas protegidas. Constituye un
instrumento clave para ayudar a cumplir el compromiso de proteger al menos el 30 % de la
biodiversidad en tierra y mar para 2030 (30x30), acordado en el Marco Mundial de Diversidad
Bioldgica Kunming Montreal en diciembre de 2022, el nivel minimo de proteccidn que, segun
advierten los cientificos, es necesario para garantizar la salud del océano.

«Con este tratado, tenemos una oportunidad histdrica de proteger nuestro océano de los embates
cada vez mayores de la sobreexplotacidn. Es fundamental que sea ratificado rdpidamente por el bien
de toda la vida en la Tierra», concluyé Hubbard.
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Chris Thorne of Greenpeace’s Protect the Oceans campaign said:

“This Treaty is a win for all life on this planet. Now those same governments which agreed it must
urgently ratify and begin delivering vast ocean sanctuaries on the high seas. The science is clear, we
must protect 30% of the oceans by 2030 to give the oceans a chance to recover and thrive.

“2030 looms large on the horizon, and the scale of our task is vast. Less than 1% of the high seas are
protected. Millions of people from all over the world have demanded change and together we have
achieved this historic agreement, but we still have a long way to go.

“We are committed to achieving 30x30. We will work day and night to ensure this Treaty is ratified in
record time, and ocean sanctuaries free from destructive human activities covering 30% of the
oceans become a reality by the end of this decade.”

Lisa Speer, Director of the International Oceans Program at the Natural Resources Defence Council
(NRDC) said:

“Today countries formally adopted what is a ground-breaking Treaty for ocean conservation on a
global scale. We call on countries to swiftly ratify the Treaty and develop the robust institutional
framework necessary to implement it. We also urge them to prepare the groundwork for the first set
of fully and highly protected marine protected areas to be established under the new Treaty once it
enters into force. There is no time to lose.”

Matthew Collis, Deputy Vice President for Policy at IFAW (International Fund for Animal Welfare)

said:

“For the whales, sharks and turtles that traverse the ocean, to the tiniest plankton on which all
marine life depends, IFAW is delighted to see nations move closer to making this new Treaty and the
protections it can offer a reality. Governments must now ratify the Treaty without delay.”

Nichola Clark, Officer, Ocean Governance, The Pew Charitable Trusts said:

“Today’s official adoption of the High Seas Treaty by the United Nations Member States
represents an important step in the international community’s efforts to protect 30% of our global
ocean by 2030. To achieve this global target, we must protect waters beyond national jurisdiction.
We urge world leaders to keep up the momentum from this landmark treaty and pave the way for
the creation of the first generation of marine protected areas on the high seas.”

Flora McMorrin, Campaigns Director of RISE UP said:
"RISE UP celebrates the formal adoption of the High Seas Treaty. Governments must now move

swiftly to ratify it, to bring it into force and help safeguard the oceans, upon which our survival
depends."


http://www.ifaw.org

Fabienne McLellan, Managing Director, OceanCare said:

“With today’s adoption of the BBNJ Agreement, governments have taken a significant step towards
protecting the ocean, building resilience to climate change and proactively addressing and
preventing transboundary pollution. It is now up to governments to seize this opportunity and to
turn all their ocean-related commitments into action by signing and ratifying the Treaty as soon as
possible. This Treaty can be the game-changer the ocean and we all desperately need. The state of
the ocean is dire, we simply cannot afford to fail.”

NOTE TO EDITORS: For further information please read the High Seas Treaty factsheet.
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